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Environmental Control  

_____________________________ 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
 

Date:  September 3, 2024 

To: Mike Railey – Planning Manager 

 Planning Desk 

From:  Eric Farrar, Environmental Control Officer 

Subject: August 30, 2024 Current Development Projects Review/Comments 

The Environmental Control Section (EC) under the Utility Services Department has 
reviewed the Development Projects memorandum dated August 16, 2024. We offer the 
following comments or conditions:  
 
Grand Sierra Resort Arena and Casino Expansion- LDC25-00008 
All gravity interceptors associated with the project must be sized and installed in 
accordance with Reno Municipal Code 12.16.555. Environmental Control Permit(s) will 
be required when the facility begins operating. Environmental Control will contact the 
applicant when the business applies for a business license. Applicants can call 775-
334-4230 for more information about required permitting. 
 
In-N-Out Burger- LDC25-00006  
All gravity interceptors associated with the project must be sized and installed in 
accordance with Reno Municipal Code 12.16.555. Environmental Control Permit will be 
required when the facility begins operating. Environmental Control will contact the 
applicant when the business applies for a business license. Applicants can call 775-
334-4230 for more information about required permitting. 
 
Need 2 Speed- LDC25-00009 
Need 2 Speed has contacted EC and obtained a variance pertaining to the sizing of 
their gravity interceptor. An EC permit will be issued prior to business opening.  
 
  



STATE  OF  NEVADA 

DEPARTMENT  OF  TRANSPORTATION 

310 Galletti Way 

Sparks, NV   89431 

 
 Tracy Larkin-Thomason, P.E., Director  
       
  

 

   
 

 

 

Joe Lombardo 
Governor 

January 7, 2025 

 

Headway Transportation, LLC 

5482 Longley Lane, Suite B 

Reno NV, 89511 

Attention: Lauren Picou, PE 

 

SENT VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

 

RE: GSR Reno Arena (Phase 1 Expansion) – Traffic Impact Study (12/16/2024) 

 

Ms. Picou, 

 

The Nevada Department of Transportation (NDOT) has reviewed the traffic analysis prepared by 

Headway Transportation (dated 12/16/24) for the above referenced project. Upon review, NDOT has the 

following comments and corresponding revision requests:  

 

1. The proposed modifications to the operations of interstate ramps will require coordination with 

NDOT traffic operations for completion of an Interstate Operational Access Report (IOAR) and 

Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) approval.  

 

2. For the proposed improvements in NDOT right-of-way, please address responsibilities for 

construction and installation of the improvements. In addition, for the Intelligent Transportation 

Systems (ITS) recommended please address how these will be maintained and the mechanism for 

designating those responsibilities.  

 

3. For the dynamic lane signs recommended, overhead arrow per lane sign structures will be 

required. Please evaluate site constraints and provide conceptual layout for the design of how 

these will be implemented. 

 

4. Please clarify why the trips originally designated as arriving via shuttle were redistributed to trips 

coming from on-site (e.g. hotel/casino guests). If the shuttle service is no longer an available 

mode for event guests to attend, the trips originally associated with this mode should be 

redistributed to a mode that can accommodate the same travel demands.  

 

5. The proposed relocation of the Bus Stop on E 2nd St. near the northbound I-580 interchange will 

encroach into the lane and impact capacity for the eastbound through movement. Please ensure 

adjustments per Highway Capacity Manual 7th for bus blockage (fbb) to adjusted saturated flow 

rates are performed in the analysis to properly address impacts on operations.  

 

6. The eastbound through movement at the northbound I-580 and E. 2nd St interchange has a 95th 

percentile queue that extends back through the southbound I-580 interchange. Please address the 

impact this will have on the operations of the southbound I-580 and E. 2nd St. interchange.  

Additionally, in the conclusion it is stated that queues are not anticipated to extend to adjacent 

intersections, which is not true for the location noted above.  
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7. To address the impacts of the operations and queues the intersections have on one another, 

perform a microsimulation for the Mill St. and 2nd St. I-580 ramps and project accesses.  

 

8. In Table 4 of the report, there are future year analyses which have improved level of service 

compared to existing and opening year conditions. Please clarify how these conclusions were 

reached.  

 

9. For Table 12: Internal Site Queue Analysis, please include a queue analysis and provide sources 

for how service rates were derived. Please note, stating the service and arrival rates does not 

suffice as a queue analysis.  

 

10. The crash rates provided in the study are higher than average rates for similar roadways. Please 

address. Additionally, include an analysis of the impacts the travel demands associated with the 

project and recommended improvements will have on the crash rates.  

 

NDOT may require additional changes and/or comments as the permit process progresses. If you have 

any questions, please feel free to contact Jeff Graham at (775) 834-8382. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Kelly Gaworski, PE 

Engineering Services Manager  

NDOT District II 

 

Enclosures: GSR Reno Arena (Phase 1 Expansion) – Traffic Impact Study (12/16/2024) 

 

cc:  Kevin Verre – NDOT Chief Planning 

Alma Piceno-Ramirez – NDOT Assistant District Engineer   

 Samuel Ahiamadi – NDOT Assistant Chief Traffic Operations 

 Juan Hernandez – NDOT Assistant Chief Traffic Operations 

Jeff Bickett – NDOT Traffic Operations  

Alex Wolfson – Regional Transportation Commission  

Kahlil Wilson – City of Reno 

David Hutchinson – City of Reno 

 Nathan Gilbert - City of Reno 

Loren Chilson – Headway Transportation 

NDOT District II Traffic Engineering 

 NDOT District II Permits Office 

 File 
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