
Truckee River Vision Plan 

Overview
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Truckee River Vision Plan
This is a visionary plan, delivering immediate results:

“The City and County are seeking a cohesive plan for the 

Truckee River and adjacent land as well as an 

implementation and financing plan to guide current and 

future investment.”

This plan will focus on economic development strategies, 

quality of life improvements, and attractions on the River.
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Truckee River Vision Plan | Schedule



Our approach to 
the Truckee
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Character Areas:

How is this Plan Organized? 



6

How is this Plan Organized? 

Planning Pillars:

• Safety, Water & Ecological Systems

• Land Use and Design

• Parks and Open Space

• Mobility and Connectivity

• Public Art
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We Researched Previous Efforts:
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We Researched Previous Efforts:



9

We Asked the Community:
What amenities are essential for a thriving 

Riverfront Community? 

89% Place PARKS & OPEN SPACE as
‘Extremely Important’

What keeps you from using the 

river currently?

Community Engagement 

Methods & Totals:

1. Cleanliness and aesthetics

2. Safety Concerns

3. Lack of Trail Connectivity

Social Pinpoint

Completed Surveys

Social Media Channels

E-mail Marketing

Total Points of 

Contact:

7,973

769

9,175

13,894

31,811

The TOP 3

Answers, in 

order were: 



Five Project Goals:
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Goal 1: Encourage A Clean And Safe River.

Goal 2: Prioritize The Ecological Function Of The River.

Goal 4: Implement A Cohesive Plan For Consistency in 

Design and Maintenance.

Goal 3: Celebrate The River As A Recreational Asset.

Goal 5: Build A Connected River



Plan Recommendation 

Summaries



Planning Themes



Enhancing Ecology + Safety 
Promoting Great 
Neighborhoods
Activating Public Space
Creating Connections
Integrating Public Art
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Enhancing Ecology
and Safety
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PROMOTE 

DESIRED 

RIVERSIDE USE

IMPROVE IN-RIVER 

SAFETY

COLLABORATIVELY 

STEWARD THE 

TRUCKEE RIVER

Safety, Water & Ecological Systems:
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Provide Consistent, Ecologically Sensitive Lighting

Safety, Water & Ecological Systems:
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Vegetation Management

Safety, Water & Ecological Systems:



22

Standardize and Implement a Truckee River Site Furniture Package

Safety, Water & Ecological Systems:
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Assess Low Head Dams + In River Obstacles

Safety, Water & Ecological Systems:



Promoting Great 
Neighborhoods
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Creation of Truckee River Overlay Zone District

• City of Reno Limits.

• Does not include Single Family Parcels.

• 200’ of the Truckee River’s edge to guide future development, 

redevelopment and adaptive reuse.

Land Use & Design Recommendations:
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Incentivize Responsible Redevelopment

• Incentivize redevelopment of catalytic properties to 

create energy along the river corridor

Land Use & Design Recommendations:



Buildings & Massing

Creation of Truckee River Overlay Zone District
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Creation of Truckee River Overlay Zone District

Connections & Open Space
28



Amenities & Materials

Creation of Truckee River Overlay Zone District
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Creation of Truckee River Overlay Zone District

Access & Parking
30



Green Infrastructure

Creation of Truckee River Overlay Zone District
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Revitalizing 
Public Parks



Parks & Open Space Recommendations:
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Establish the Truckee River Special Parks District

Establish a Special Parks District for LONG TERM 

MANAGEMENT AND FUNDING for the Truckee River Corridor. 
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CASE STUDY

This park district manages parks and natural resources, including areas along 
the Mississippi River. It is known for its extensive trail systems and outdoor 
recreation opportunities along the riverbanks. The district employs a mix of 
funding sources, including property taxes and user fees.

Parks & Open Space Recommendations:
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Invest and Transform (Redesign) Key Civic Spaces

Parks & Open Space Recommendations:
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40



41
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Provide New Community Amenities in East Reno Neighborhood Parks

Including new nature center kiosk and community garden at Brodhead Park, a new nature 

playground at John Champion Park and expanding Fisherman’s Park I and II with new amenities.  

Parks & Open Space Recommendations:
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Expand Park Land

Example: Opportunity to expand 
Fisherman’s Park #2 with future 
development. 

Parks & Open Space Recommendations:
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Parks & Open Space Recommendations:



Creating 
Connections



Mobility & Connectivity Recommendations:
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Develop a Distinct and Consistent Path Design
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Develop a Blueway Plan

Mobility & Connectivity Recommendations:



Integrating 
Public Art 58
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Create an Icon or Symbol

Incorporate Functional Art

Underpass Art to promote Discovery and Safety
. 

Public Art Recommendations:

Utilize Mural Art for Trail Wayfinding

Re-Position ‘BELIEVE’ to no longer act as a barrier
. 
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Public Art Typologies:
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Public Art Recommendations:

61



Implementing  
the Vision 62
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Implementation Plan

Will serve as a guide for the City of Reno and 

Washoe County to prioritize and fund future 

investments along the Truckee River.

Each recommendation has been assigned the following:

• Priority Level

• Timing 

• Project Triggers

• Budget

• Involved Agencies 

• Funding Sources 

• Related Planning Efforts
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Implementation Matrix
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Implementation Matrix
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Next Steps

• Plan Adoption

• Complete ARPA Funded Projects

• Create a Service Plan for the Parks District

• Implement Overlay Zoning District

• Develop Funding Plan to Complete High Priority 

Projects and Quick Wins



Truckee River Vision Plan 

Thank You
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