CONTRACT FOR INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR SERVICES
BETWEEN THE
CITY OF RENO
AND
SOIL TECH, INC.

THIS CONTRACT is made and entered into by and between the City of Reno, a Nevada
municipal corporation, (hereinafter referred to as “City”) and Soil Tech, Inc. ("Contractor").

WHEREAS, the City deems it advisable to engage the services of the Contractor, and it
appears that such services can be performed more economically under a contract; and

WHEREAS, the Contractor has signified a desire to provide services as set forth in the
attached Proposal marked as Attachment A.

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and of their mutual and dependent
agreements, the parties hereto agree as set forth in the following terms and conditions and the
proposal.

1. PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS. The Contractor shall provide the services set forth herein in
a workmanlike manner consistent with standards in the trade, profession, or industry; and shall
conform to or cxceed the specifications set forth in the incorporated attachments; and shall be fit for
ordinary use, of good quality, with no material defects.

2. EMPLOYMENT OF CITY EMPLOYEES. The Contractor shall not engage the services of
any person or persons now employed by the City, including any department, commission or board
thereof, to provide services relating to this Contract.

3. NONDISCRIMINATION. In connection with the performance of work under this Contract,
the Contractor shall not discriminate against any employee or applicant for employment because
of age, race, creed, religion, color, veteran status, sex, sexual orientation (means having or being
perceived as having an orientation for heterosexuality, homosexuality, or bi-sexuality), gender
identity or gender expression (means a gender-related identity, appearance, cxpression, or behavior
of a person regardless of the person’s assigned sex at birth), physical condition, disability, national
origin, or any other protected class status applicable under federal, state or local law, rule or
regulation. Race includes traits associated with tace, including, without limitation, hair texture and
protective hairstyles. Any violation of this provision shall constitute a material breach of contract,

4. CONTRACT TERM. This Contract shall be effective when signed by all parties until completed
as set forth in Attachment A, unlcss otherwise terminated.

5. NOTICE. Unless otherwise specified, termination shall not be effective until 30 calendar days
after a party has served written notice of default, or without cause upon the other party. All notices
or other communications required or permitted to be given under this Contract shall be in writing
and shall be deemed to have been duly given if delivered personally in hand or by certified mail,
return receipt requested, postage prepaid on the date posted, and addressed to the other party as
follows:
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City: City of Reno
Travis Truhill
Director of Maintenance & Operations
1640 E. Commercial Row
Reno, NV 89505
P.0O. Box 1900
Reno, NV 89505

Contractor: Soil Tech, Inc.
Brent Neel
Estimating Manager
2090 Kleppe Lane, Unit C
Sparks, NV 89431

6. CONSIDERATION. The parties agree that Contractor will provide the services specified in
Attachment A in an amount not to exceed $97,500.00 per Attachment A which are incorporated
herein by this reference.

7. INCORPORATED DOCUMENTS — PROPOSAL. The parties agree that the scope of work
shall be specifically described in Attachment A.

8. TIMELINESS OF BILLING SUBMISSIONS. The parties agree that timeliness of billing is of
the essence to the contract and recognize that the City is on a fiscal year that ends every June 30th,

Invoicing for all work shall be at the rates and intervals as set forth in the incorporated attachments.

9. INSPECTION & AUDIT.
a. Books and Records. Contractor agrees to keep and maintain under generally accepted ac-
counting principles (GAAP) full, true and complete rccords, contracts, books, and documents as
are necessary to fully disclose to the City, or the State or United States Government in the event
that they provide any funding, or their authorized representatives, upon audits or reviews,
sufficient information to determine compliance with all City ordinances, and state and federal
regulations and statutes.
b. Inspection & Audit. Contractor agrees that the relevant books, records (written, electronic,
computer related or otherwise), including, without limitation, relevant accounting procedures and
practices of Contractor or its subcontractors, financial statements and supporting documentation,
and documentation related to the work product shall be subject, at any reasonable time, to
inspection, examination, review, audit, and copying at any office or location of Contractor where
such records may be found during business hours, with or without notice by the City or its
authorized agent (and State or Legislative Auditor when applicable), and with regard to any
federal funding, the relevant federal agency, the Comptroller General, the General Accounting
Office, the Office of the Inspector General, or any of their authorized representatives.
c. Period of Retention. All books, records, reports, and statements relevant to this Contract must
be retained a minimum three (3) years, and for five (5) years if any federal funds arc used
pursuant to the Contract. The retention period runs from the date of payment for the relevant
goods or services by the City, or from the date of termination of the Contract, whichever is later.
Retention time shall be extended when an audit is scheduled or in progress for a period
reasonably necessary to complete an audit and/or to complete any administrative and judicial
litigation which may ensue.

Contract with Soil Tech, Inc.



10. CONTRACT TERMINATION.
a. Termination Without Cause. Any discretionary or vested right of rencwal notwithstanding,
this Contract may be terminated upon thirty (30) days written nofice by mutual consent of both
parties, or unilaterally by either party without causc.
b. Termination for Non-Appropriation. The continuation of this Contract beyond the fiscal year
is subject to and contingent upon sufficient funds being appropriated, budgeted, and otherwise
made available by the Reno City Council and/or federal sources. The City may terminate this
Contract, and Contractor waives any and all claim(s) for damages, effective immediately upon
receipt of written notice (or any date specified therein) if for any reason the City
Department/Agency’s funding from City and/or federal sources is not appropriated or is
withdrawn, limited, or impaired in either a City, State or federal fiscal year.
c. Winding Up Affairs Upon Termination. In the event of termination of this Contract for any
reason, the parties agree that the provisions of this paragraph survive termination:

i. The parties shall account for and properly present to each other all claims for fees and
expenses and pay those which are undisputed and otherwise not subject to set off under this
Contract. Neither party may withhold performance of winding up provisions solely based on
nonpayment of fees or expenses accrued up to the time of termination;

ii. Contractor shall satisfactorily complete work in progress at the agreed rate (or a pro rata
basis if necessary) if so requested by the City;

iii. Contractor shall preserve, protect and promptly deliver into City possession all
property of the City.

11. LIMITED LIABILITY. The City will not waivc and intcnds to assert available NRS chapter
41 liability limitations in all cases. Contract liability of both parties shall not be subject to punitive
damages. Liquidated damages shall not apply unless otherwise specified in the incorporated
attachments. Damages for any City breach shall never exceed the amount of funds appropriated and
authorized for payment under this Contract, but not yet paid to Contractor, for the fiscal year budget
in existence at the time of the breach. Damages for any Contractor breach shall not exceed the
contract price. Contractor’s tort liability shall not be limited.

12. FORCE MAJEURE. Neither party shall be deemed to be in violation of this Contract if it is
prevented from performing any of its obligations hereunder due to strikes, failure of public
transportation, civil or military authority, act of public enemy, accidents, fires, explosions, or acts of
God, including without limitation, earthquakes, floods, winds, or storms. In such an cvent the
intervening cause must not be through the fault of the party asserting such an excuse, and the
excused party is obligated to promptly perform in accordance with the terms of the Contract after
the intervening cause ceases.

13. INDEMNIFICATION & HOLD HARMLESS. To the fullest extent permitted by law
Contractor shall indemnify, hold harmless and defend, not excluding the City's right to participate,
the City from and against all liability, claims, actions, damages, losses, and expenses, including,
without limitation, reasonable attorneys' fees and costs, arising out of any alleged negligent or
willful acts or omissions of Contractor, its officers, employees and agents.

14. INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR. Contractor is associated with the City only for the purposes
and to the extent specified in this Contract, and in respect to performance of the contracted services
pursuant to this Contract, Contractor is and shall be an independent contractor and, subject only to
the terms of this Contract, shall have the sole right to supervise, manage, operate, control, and direct
performance of the details incident to its duties under this Contract. Nothing contained in this
Contract shall be deemed or construed to create a partnership or joint venture, to create relationships
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of an employer-employee or principal-agent, or to otherwise create any liability for the City
whatsoever with respect to the indebtedness, liabilities, and obligations of Contractor or any other
party.

15. INSURANCE. Contractor must carry policies of insurance and pay all taxes and fees incident
hereunto. Contractor shall provide, when required by state law, for all workers’ compensation
coverage for its employees. Contractor must carry Comprehensive or Commercial General
Liability Insurance (occurrence form) from a carrier licensed to do business in the State of
Nevada with a Best rating of A — Class VII or better. Minimum acceptable policy limits shall be
in an amount of not less than two million dollars ($2,000,000.00), combined, single limit,
occurrence based policy, in a form satisfactory to the City. A certificate of insurance evidencing
said covcrage shall be supplied naming the City as an Additional Insurcd under the liability
policy. The liability policy shall contain a provision that such policy shall not be cancelled until
at least thirty (30) days prior written notice of cancellation has been received by the City for any
reason other than non-payment of premium and for non-payment of premium at least ten (10)
days prior written notice of cancellation.

Automabile coverage at least as broad as Insurance Services Office business auto coverage form
CA OO 01 10 13 or an equivalent form covering automobile liability symbol 1 “Any Auto”. In
lieu of a separate business auto liability policy, the City may agree to accept auto liability covered
in the CGL policy, if non owned and hired auto liability are included. The CONSULTANT shall
maintain limits of no less than $1,000,000 combined single limit per accident for bodily injury
and property damage. No aggregate limit may apply.

16. COMPLIANCE WITH LEGAL OBLIGATIONS. Contractor shall procure and maintain for
the duration of this Contract any state, county, city or federal licenses, authorization, waiver, permit,
qualification or certification required by statute, ordinance, law, or regulation to be held by
Contractor to provide the goods or services required by this Contract. Contractor will be
responsible to pay all taxes, assessments, fees, premiums, permits, and licenses required by law or
ordinance. Real property and personal property taxes are the responsibility of Contractor in
accordance with NRS 361.157 and NRS 361.159. Contractor agrees to be responsible for payment
of any such government obligations not paid by its subcontractors during performance of this
Contract.

17. WAIVER OF BREACH. Failure to declarc a breach or the actual waiver of any particular
breach of the Contract or its material or nonmaterial terms by either party shall not operate as a

waiver by such party of any of its rights or remedies as to any other breach.

18. SEVERABILITY. If any provision contained in this Contract is held to be unenforceable by a
court of law or equity, this Contract shall be construed as if such provision did not exist and the
non-enforceability of such provision shall not be held to render any other provision or provisions of
this Contract unenforceable.

19. ASSIGNMENT/DELEGATION. Contractor shall neither assign, transfer nor dclegatc any
rights, obligations nor duties under this Contract.
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20. CITY OWNERSHIP OF PROPRIETARY INFORMATION. Any repotts, histories, studies,
tests, manuals, instructions, photographs, negatives, blue prints, plans, maps, data, system designs,
computer code (which is intended to be consideration under the Contract), or any other documents
or drawings, prepared or in the coursc of preparation by Contractor (or its subcontractors) in
performance of its obligations under this Contract shall be the exclusive property of the City and all
such materials shall be delivered into City possession by Contractor upon completion, termination,
or cancellation of this Contract. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the City shall have no proprietary
interest in any materials licensed for use by the City that are subject to patent, trademark or
copyright protection.

21. PUBLIC RECORDS. Pursuant to NRS 239.010, information or documents received from
Contractor may be open to public inspection and copying. The City has a lcgal obligation to
disclose such information unless a particular record is made confidential by law or a common law
balancing of interests. Contractor may label specific parts of an individual document as a trade
secret or confidential proprietary information in accordance with NRS 332.061, provided that
Contractor thereby agrees to indemnify and defend the City for honoring such a designation. The
failure to so label any document that is released by the City shall constitute a complete waiver of
any and all claims for damages caused by any release of the records.

22. CONFIDENTIALITY. Contractor shall keep confidential all information, in whatever form,
produced, prepared, observed or received by Contractor to the extent that such information is confi-
dential by law or otherwise required by this Contract.

23. LOBBYING. The parties agree where expressly prohibited by law or ordinance, no funding
associated with this contract will be used for any purpose associated with or related to lobbying or
influencing or attempting to lobby or influence for any purpose the following:

a. Any federal, state, county or local agency, legislature, commission, counsel or board;

b. Any federal, state, county or local legislator, commission member, counsel member, board

member, or other elected official; or

c. Any officer or employee of any federal, state, county or local agency; legislature, commission,

counsel or board.

24. PROPER AUTHORITY. The parties hereto represent and warrant that the person executing
this Contract on behalf of each party has full power and authority to enter into this Contract. Any
services performed by Contractor before this Contract is effective, or afier it ceases to be effective,
or beyond its maximum authorized consideration, shall be performed at the sole risk of Contractor.

25. GOVERNING LAW; JURISDICTION. This Contract and the rights and obligations of the
parties hereto shall be govemed by, and construed according to, the laws of the State of Nevada and
the ordinances of the City of Reno, without giving effect to any principle of conflict-of-law that
would require the application of the law of any other jurisdiction. The parties consent to the
exclusive jurisdiction of the Second Judicial District Court, Washoe County, Nevada for
enforcement of this Contract.
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26. ENTIRE CONTRACT AND MODIFICATION. This Contract and its integratcd attachment(s)
constitute the entire agreement of the parties and as such are intended to be the complete and
exclusive statement of the promises, representations, negotiations, discussions, and other
agreements that may have been made in connection with the subject matter hereof. Headings are
for convenience only and shall not be construed as material. Unless an integrated attachment to this
Contract specifically displays a mutual intent to amend a particular part of this Contract, general
conflicts in language between any such attachment and this Contract shall be construed consistent
with the terms of this Contract. Unless otherwise expressly authorized by the terms of this
Contract, no modification or amendment to this Contract shall be binding upon the parties unless
the same is in writing and signed and approved by the respective parties hereto. This Contract may
be executed in counterparts.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this Contract to be signed and intend to
be legally bound thereby.

SOIL TECH, INC.

By: Dated this day of , 2025
Brent Neel, Estimating Manager

CITY OF RENO

By: Dated this day of ,2025
Hillary L. Schieve, Mayor

ATTEST:

By:
Mikki Huntsman, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM

By:

Susan Ball Rothe, Deputy City Attorney
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SCOPE OF WORK

The most significant challenge facing the Southeast Connector (SEC) project is the management of
noxious and invasive weeds. Effective control requires strategic planning, accurate identification, and
targeted removal of invasive species. With over 20 years of expertise in weed mitigation and wetland
management, Soil-Tech provides a comprehensive solution for invasive species control, regardless of
scale. The following management actions are designed to support the long-term success of the SEC
project by fostering the establishment of sustainable wetlands.

The original permit issued by the United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) mandates
adherence to the Mitigation and Monitoring Plan (MMP) developed by CH2M and RTC in October 2014.
Section 7.2 of this plan emphasizes the importance of an adaptive management strategy, stating:

"For long-term success of the constructed wetlands, an adaptive management strategy will be
implemented. In this approach, the landowner or manager considers land management to be an
ongoing process in which the outcomes of management may vary.”

Additionally, the plan underscores that monitoring is a critical component of adaptive management.

Since 2017, Soil-Tech has conducted monitoring of both mitigation and enhancement wetlands within
the SEC project. During this period, several significant flood events—exceeding the 5-year return
interval—have disrupted the establishment of wetland plantings and seedings, while also facilitating the
spread of invasive weed propagules into the project area.

Given the slow establishment of desirable wetland species and the ongoing influx of invasive plants,
continuous adaptive management is essential to maintaining the integrity of the SEC wetlands. To
address these challenges, Soil-Tech has developed a targeted action plan, with a primary focus on
effective weed management.
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Restoration

SCOPE OF WORK

Weed Management:

Continue increased efforts of noxious weed
control of wetlands and wetland buffer areas,
especially the flood affected areas. This
action will help to meet the intended weed
control outlined in the original management
plan, which is to meet the <5% cover by
noxious weeds and <15% cover by “non-
native weedy species” success criteria.

More specifically, these floods have
entrained and removed wetland seed and
plantings from the lower floodplains along
Steamboat Creek. Monitoring from 2017 to
present has documented these losses, but
has also recorded the success of
appropriate volunteer wetland species, along
with some problematic wetland weeds,
which have increased the time needed for
native species to establish and have
necessitated ongoing time and efforts for
weed control.

Soil
Conditioning

Stream

Revegetation Seeding

Having been an integral part of the SEC project from
the beginning. Soil-Tech has a firm grasp on the types
of weeds present on the project, and how to best
manage each species. Soil-Tech plans to utilize
effectively timed pre and post emergent herbicidal
treatments, as well as mechanical approaches to
control these species, i.e., Salt Cedar (Tamarisk),
Perennial pepperweed (Tall White-top), purple
loosestrife, etc. Based on 6 years of experience on
the project, Soil-Tech has formed targeted
approaches for each separate species and will control
each one individually. Herbicide applications will be
performed by licensed pest control applicators for the
State of Nevada.

Treatment with Amine 4, 2-4D has proven to be an
effective treatment for perennial pepperweed, purple
loosestrife, musk thistle, and poison hemlock.
However, there are adjacent and offsite sources that
will continually provide propagules of these species,
therefore ongoing monitoring and treatment is
needed.
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SCOPE OF WORK

Mechanical removal (i.e., mowing, hand collection, chipping) will
help to control areas overgrown with perennial pepperweed by
removing the seed heads before the seed matures and exposing
the ground to light, which promotes the growth of native species.
Some distinct patches can be hand-pulled: however this is
practical only for small stands, is labor intensive, requires a large
time commitment, and will be most effective if done 2-3 times per
season.

Tamarisk will be treated through post emergent herbicidal
treatment, as well as mechanical removal. Foliar treatment is not
as effective as cutting and painting the woody stems with triclopyr;
however, this cannot be accomplished until the plant features a
central stem. Mechanical removal of tamarisk seedling is very
effective and will need to be performed to ensure maximum
control.

Musk Thistle and Poison Hemlock are also present in the project
area. Given that musk thistle produces hundreds of wind born
seeds per plant each season, effective and quick treatment is
necessary. Soil-Tech plans to use a mixture of Amine 4, 2-4D and

Aminopyralid, which has been effective in the past. Treatment of
poison hemlock with Amine 4, 2-4D is also highly effective, and
will continue to be used while these species are monitored.

Soil-Tech maintains a large fleet of herbicide tanks, spray booms,
mobile spray devices, mowers, and other equipment, giving us the
capacity to treat in any terrain or unique condition. Utilizing this
equipment, and the methods explained, we are confident that we
can manage the weed problem in the SEC project area.
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Project Proposal

Dear Ryan,
We genuinely appreciate the opportunity to work with you on your project. Please find the following pricing and
clarifications for your review. Please feel free to contact me directly if you have any questions or concerns regarding

the information we have prepared. Thank you again for your time and consideration.

DESCRIPTION

Maintenance Work

QUANTITIES UNIT PRICE TOTAL
$19,500.00 $97,500.00

Proposal Clarifications:

) Pricing is based on Soil-Tech standard wage rates.

) Bid excludes grading, hard dig, engineering, surveying, permits, fees, traffic control, overtime and night work

) Proposal to be incorporated with Subcontract Agreement if Soil-Tech awarded project

) If production is stopped by owner/biologist more that 15 minutes, standby time will be billed as it is incurred.

) Proposal excludes biologist monitoring and reports.

) Pricing excludes roadside trash cleanup. Soil-Tech will only be responsible for trash between right-of-way
fence and Steamboat Ditch.

7) Maintenance does not include additional revegetation work.

8) Maintenance price based on one full time crew of 2 employees. Additional crew will be billed as T&M.

9) Working months for this contract to be March, April, May, June, July.
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