
Stormwater Utility
December 13, 2023

Items E1, E2, E3, E4



• Item E1 – Establishment of a Stormwater Utility Fund

• Item E2 – Acceptance of the Business Impact Statement 

• Item E3 – Determination  compliance with NRS 354.613 finding 
that the Stormwater Utility fee increase is not prohibited by law

• Item E4 – Proposed First Reading of the Stormwater Utility 
Ordinance and refer Bill for a second reading and adoption
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Purpose of the Stormwater Utility
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Project Highlights
2. Autum Hills Stormdrain 
7. Irrigation Ditch Tributary Crossing 

Improvements
9. Aquila at Sagittarius
24. Boynton Slough – Culverts @ 

McCarran
26. Stead Stormdrain/ Channel 

Improvements
32. Chalk Creek Channel Stabilization 
34. Margrave Ditch Erosion (Near 

Costco)
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Autumn Hills
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Capital Improvement Projects

December 2005December 2005

Flood Water Elevation



Irrigation Ditch Tributary 
Cross Connections
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Capital Improvement Projects
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Capital Improvement Projects

January 2017 - Aquila at SagittariusJanuary 2017 - Aquila at Sagittarius
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Capital Improvement Projects

January 2017January 2017

January 2017

January 2006January 2006



10Boynton Slough @ McCarranBoynton Slough @ McCarran

Capital Improvement Projects

Boynton Slough @ McCarranBoynton Slough @ McCarran

January 2023

December 2022
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Capital Improvement Projects

Stead Stormdrain & Channel ImprovementsStead Stormdrain & Channel Improvements

January 2017

Moya Blvd -January 2008Moya Blvd -January 2008
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Silver Lake Road & Stead Blvd 2005

Silver Lake Road & Stead Blvd Culvert ImprovementsSilver Lake Road & Stead Blvd Culvert Improvements

Capital Improvement Projects
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Capital Improvement Projects

Margrave (Costco) Ditch – January 2017
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•• Chalk Creek @ Sapphire Ridge Chalk Creek @ Sapphire Ridge 

Capital Improvement Projects
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City Owned and/or Maintained Stormwater 
Infrastructure
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What is not included in the CIP?

New Projects that will be Discovered: New Projects that will be Discovered: 
Double R & Damonte Ranch Drive CulvertDouble R & Damonte Ranch Drive Culvert

Ongoing Ongoing Rehabilitation, Repair and Replacement of Rehabilitation, Repair and Replacement of 
Aging and Deficient InfrastructureAging and Deficient Infrastructure

Jan 2023
Jan 2023
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What is not included in the CIP?
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What is Not Included in the CIP?

Emergency ResponseEmergency Response
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Stormwater Management: The Cost of Inaction 

The National Institute of 
Building Science research 
demonstrates each $1 
spent on risk reduction 
measures saves $6 in 
disaster costs. 
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January 2025
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Residential:  Fees based on the 
impervious surface of a typical house 
size

Rate Calculation Method: Impervious Surface 

Non-Residential:  Businesses, 
Industries, Public Facilities, Places of 
Worship, Schools, Apartment Complex, 
Multi-family Property
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Residential Equivalent 
Residential Unit (ERU)= 
3500 sq.ft. of impervious 
surface

Fee Based on Equivalent 
Residential Impervious 
Area 

26 ERUs1 ERU



Stormwater Utility Public Outreach
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Public Outreach Program 
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Stormwater Utility Public & Stakeholder Feedback

Public Outreach & Stakeholder Comments 
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Number of Comments Provided:
v 117 General Public
v 46 Public Meetings/ 

Neighborhood Advisory Boards 
v 34 Stakeholder 
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Make look like Graphic Other Docuement

January BIS Feedback
Number of Comments Provided:

v 20 Business Impact Comments
v 9 Non-Profit Institutions
v 233 General Public 
v 325 Damonte Ranch Community

Feb
ruary
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Stormwater Utility 1st January BIS Rate Option
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Stormwater Utility Rate Options
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Stormwater Utility Rate Options



Reno & Sparks Sewer+Stormwater Rate Comparison 
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* Proposed Stormwater Rate 
** Rates are based on Single Family Residential Property 

City Sewer Rate
Stormwater/
Flood Rate Total Rate

$41.98 $15.52 $57.50

$57.05 $9.80* $66.85*
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Stormwater Utility Financial Model Base Model 
Assumptions

• 32-Year Capital Improvement Program 
(CIP) Duration
• $470M Stormwater Program
• 5% inflation on CIP

• Rates Tied to Consumer Price Index
• 3.5% increase

• Add six (6) FTEs to support:
• Stormwater Utility management
• CIP program implementation
• Additional maintenance and operations staff 
• Stormwater Truck and Associated Equipment

• Program Elements and Crediting
• 15% Regional Stormwater Management Credit
• Airports Runways/Taxiways/Aprons removed as 

part of the National Transportation System. 
• Low Income Assistance Program
• 60% K-12 School Education Credit

• Revenue
• $22.5 Million Annual (1st year)
• $14 Million Annual Programed to CIP

• Implementation Start Date: January 2025

$9.80 Month Per ERU
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BIS Comments Received 
v 10 Business Impact Comments
v 5 Non-Profit Institutions
v 10 General Public
v 42 Damonte Ranch 

$9.80 Month Per ERU
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October 2023 Second BIS Comments 



October 2023 Second BIS Findings
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v There will be a financial impact to the Non Single Family Residential 
properties with impervious surfaces. 

v The City’s Stormwater Utility necessities outweigh the impact of the new 
fee as not maintaining the infrastructure and improving flood mitigation 
is more detrimental to businesses and the community. 
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January 2025
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Recommendation Motion

Item E1:  Adopt Resolution and approve the Fund Policy.

Item E2:  I move to approve acceptance of the Business Impact Statement and finding that 
in compliance with NRS 237.080, a Business Impact Statement was prepared 
and in accordance thereto, the Reno City Council hereby finds that this 
Ordinance does not impose a direct and significant economic burden upon a 
business nor directly restrict the formation or expansion of a business. 

Item E3:  Determination that in compliance with NRS 354.613, the Reno City Council  
hereby finds that fee increase is not prohibited by law; the fee increase is 
necessary for the continuation or expansion of the purpose for which the 
enterprise fund was created; and that the fees that are deposited in the 
Stormwater Utility enterprise fund to be used solely the purpose for which the 
fees are collected. 

Item E4:  Refer Bill No.  _________ for a second reading and adoption. 


