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» Requested is a conditional use permit
(CUP) for a major utility use type and
to allow for hillside development.

I
» The project entails the construction of :
|
I
|

a 120kV transmission power line to
connect between the California 3
Substation (near Verdi) and the 1
Bordertown Substation (near Cold o
Springs).

» The project considered to be a project |
of regional significance being a |
transmission power line and a portion |
of the route proposes the |
estabcliishrpent of a new Fe%ional utility |
rridor for rtion of the route. /

corridor for a port _ mk

Project has been approved by the
USFS known as the Peavine/Poleville | N\ CALIFORNIA

I
I
Alternative in a Final Record of |
Decision in June 2019 I' ) SUBSTATION ﬁ

W 1104 LINE: CALIFORNIA TO BORDERTOWN

DWHN: | ENG: | APPR: | DATE OVERALL EXHIBIT
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Bordertown
Substation . §

Increases reliability of power
service in west Reno

Per NERC (North American
Electric Reliability
Corporation) mandatory
transmission standards, NV
Energy is required to provide
reliable service in the
instance of a line failure.

If one line fails in the area, it

can cause other lines to trip coiE
as well, leaving the entire Substation': |
region without power. Line

1104 is proposed to mitigate

the possibility of such
occurrences.



Project Overview

Proposed Line Length - 12.0+/- miles (City of Reno, Washoe County and California segments)

10.9+/- miles to be constructed in Nevada (City of Reno and Washoe County)
* 4.1 miles within the City of Reno and the remaining 6.8 miles in Washoe County

Provides redundancy and stability between the Bordertown Substation (near Cold Springs) and th
California Substation (near Verdi), providing mandated reliability to the electric transmission ca
for the west side of Reno

Access routes

» Access routes will predominately use existing forest service access roads.

» Some roads will need to be widened to get the necessary equipment to the alignment.

* Any roads widened or created with the project are required (though the USFS approval) to be rest
to previous conditions after construction.
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Most of the unincorporated Washoe
County land associated with this
application is within Federal holding.



MAP 3 - Regional Utility Corridors & Sites  Adopted: August 10, 2023

Truckee Meadows Regional Plan
- Regional Utility Corridor Map
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Cold Springs Area Section




Removal/Replacement Pole Structures (Verdi Corr
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City of Reno

Washoe County
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USFS Review and Approval of Project .. Flnal Envkonmental

el Impact Statement

Agriculture

Forest Service

Bordertown to California
March 2018 120 kV Transmission Line Project

Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest, Carson Ranger District
Sierra County, California, and Washoe County, Nevada

This transmission line has been reviewed and approved by the
USFS and a final environmental impact statement (EIS) and
record of decision (ROD) have been completed. =

FINAL RECORD OF DECISION

BORDERTOWN TO CALIFORNIA

120 KV TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT

The Final ROD states that the decision of approval of the chosen HUMBOLDT-TOIYABE NATIONAL FOREST
alternative “provides the needed benefits of reliable electric e ol
transmission capacity to the west side of Reno consistent with June 2016

the reliability standards that NV Energy is mandated to e e & oo PO alpsric

achieve.” p—

In2011, NV Energy submitted an SF-299 ication and prelimi; plan of to the Forest Service
(USFS), Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest requesting a Special Use Permit (SUP) to construct, operate and
taintain a 120 kilo-volt (kV) above ground power line that would connect the Bordertown Substation located
approximately 18 miles north of Reno, Nevada to the California Substation located near Verdi, Nevada. Both
substations are located in Sierra County, California with the majority of the transmission line located in Washoe
County, Nevada.

The Forest Service is the lead federal agency completing this EIS in cooperation with the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) Eagle Lake Field Office, Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW), Truckee Meadows
Regional Planning Agency (TMRPA), Washoe County, Sierra County and the City of Reno. Both the California
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) and the Nevada Public Utilities Commission (PUCN) were invited to
participate in the analysis. The CPUC determined that they do not have jurisdiction for this project since NV
Energy does not have customers in California and PUCN did not participate because they do not regulate 120 kV
transmission lines. The powerline exits each substation within existing wtility corridors, located in Sierra County,
Califomia. If required, compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) would be completed
by Sierra County or Lahontan Quality Control Board following a final record of decision.

Additional authorizations or permits are required where agencies have independent jurisdiction and approval
authority over some project segments, including a right-of-way from the BLM for expansion of the Bordertown
Substation, and special use permits from the City of Reno, Washoe County, Truckee Meadows Regional Planning
Agency and Sierra County. NV Energy will also need to acquire easements across private property.




Decision/Considerations by USFS

The federal government’s decision on the line was reviewed relative to:
« Land Use and Private Property;
* Public Health and Safety;

* Visual Resources;

* Vegetation Resources;

« Special Status Plants;

« Wildlife Habitat; and

« Cultural Resources




Decision by USFS - Final EIS and Final ROD
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Line North of West Meadows Estates Subdivision




Line North of West Meadows Estates Subdivsion




xisting Regional Utility Corridor

orth of West Meadows Estates Subdivision
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Existing view to the
west from the norther
terminus of Watervil
Drive




Elevated Perspective View to the East - West of B




Verdi Corridor
Existing Line Photos

Western Bridge St. Corrida

Pole on right side of photo to be
removed and replaced with joi
circuited poles

Eastern Bridge St. Corridor

Pole on left side of photo to be
removed and replaced with joint
circuited poles




Fire Concerns

Wildfire concerns are addressed through NV Energy’s system hardening
methods that are being deployed throughout the area.

e Use of steel structures rather than combustible wood structures.

e Targeted vegetation management programs that include the removal of
ground vegetation in easements, pole grubbing so ground areas around the
poles are clear of combustible vegetation, and removal of hazardous trees to
minimize the chances of them striking power lines.

e Protective devices on the transmission line with high-speed relay equipment
that can deenergize the line within 0.1 seconds.

e Public safety preparation and prevention programs, including Public Safety
Outage Management (PSOM) as a last resort in extreme fire risk areas.




Overhead v. Underground Transmission Lines

The line will be constructed overhead for several reasons. Undergrounding
120kV transmission lines cost on average seven to ten times more than
construction of overhead transmission lines. Those increased costs can affec
NV Energy’s rate payers. Failures on undergrounded transmission lines are no
easily rectified and can negatively impact the service area which is fed by the
transmission line up to a year while equipment and personnel are mobilized.




Condition 9 - Requested Elimination

Staff Proposed Language -

9 - The proposed alignment in the Cold Springs
area shall match the general alignment as
presented in the FEIS as illustrated in (Exhibit D)




Condition 9 -
Request Elimination
Existing Easements

40’ wide easements have been
recorded on APNs 081-010-18
and 558-010-06 in the Washoe
County Recorder’s Office.

Easement locations were
negotiated with the property
owners at the time of easement
recordation in 2020.

Recorded Doc. 5017460
April 7, 2020
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Anticipated Application Steps and Timefra

Washoe County Process (SUP)

» Neighborhood Meeting - August 30, 2023
» Verdi Community Council - May 21, 2024
» Washoe County PC - May 7, 2024

City of Reno Process (
» Ward 4 NAB April 18, 2024

» Ward 5 NAB - May 14, 2024
» Reno PC - June 6, 2024

» Reno City Council - TBD, If Neces

v 4

TMRPA - Regional Planning Hearings -- Dates TBD




Questions




Additional Slides Available for Questions




Finding FEIS and FROD

USFS site: https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=36656&exp=ov

Or search: FINAL RECORD OF DECISION BORDERTOWN TO CALIFORNIA 120 KV TRANSMISSION LIN

Links to
Documents

Bordertown to California 120kV Transmission Line

@ Subscribe to this feed
Construct 120kV transmission line connecting the Bordertown and California substations.
Location Summary

Appoximately 15 miles west and northwest of Reno, Nevada along the Mevada and California Stateline. North of Interstate
80 near Verdi, Nevada and west of Highway 395 at Bordertown, Nevada.

District: Carson Ranger District
Project Documents

Use the widget below to browse documents associated with this project. Cookies must be enabled to use this tool

If you are using a mobile device, the setting for "Allow cross-website tracking” must also be enabled to view the
documents. You do not need to sign up or login to Box to view documents, but if you have difficulty accessing the
documents on a mobile device, you may choose to sign up for a free account, download the app to your device and log in to

ensure that you can open the documents.

Alternatively, these documents can be accessed on the Pinyon Public website: View Documents on Pinyon Public

Bordertown to California 120kV Transmission Line (36656) |

NAME UPDATED T H-
Scoping Mar 17, 2022 by eMNEPA PA..
Analysis Mar 27, 2022 by eMNEPA PA..

Decision Mar 27, 2022 by eMNEPA PA..

Project Naviga

Project Overview

Project Detail

Project Location

Request More Info
Comment/Object on Project

Public Comment/Objection

Reading Room

Subscribe to Email Updates

Forest Links

SOPA Reports

Objection Responses

NEPA Resources

FS Environmental

Management

CEQ's Guide to NEPA



https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=36656&exp=overview
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