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HISTORICAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 
STAFF REPORT 

 

Date: February 8, 2024 
 
To: Reno Historical Resources Commission 
 
Subject: Staff Report (For Possible Action): Case No. CHR24-00004 (Garat/Humphrey 

House Historic Resource Designation) - A request has been made for 
nomination of the Garat/Humphrey House to be listed on the City of Reno 
Register of Historic Places. The subject property is located at 655 South 
Arlington Avenue in the Newlands Historic District. The site is zoned Multi-
Family Residential 14 units per acre (MF-14) and has a Master Plan land use 
designation of Mixed Neighborhood (MX). 

 
From: Jeff Foster, Associate Planner 
  
 
Ward #: 1 

Case No.: CHR24-00004 (Garat/Humphrey House Historic Resource Designation) 

Applicant: Gilbert Family Trust, Timothy and Nancy Gilbert 

APN: 011-212-10 

Request: Designation of Historic Resource: Nomination to list the 
Garat/Humphrey House on the City of Reno Register of Historic Places. 

Location: See Case Maps (Exhibit A) 

Proposed Motion: Based upon compliance with the applicable findings, I recommend that 
the City Council approve the historic resource designation nomination 
and adopt the Historic Landmark (HL) overlay zoning district for the 
subject site by ordinance. 

 

Summary: The project site is the Garat/Humphrey House located at 655 South Arlington Avenue 
in the Newlands Historic District (where it was relocated to in 2019). The Garat/Humphrey House 
has been found to be individually eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places 
under Criteria C, with State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) concurrence in 2018 (catalogued 
as SHPO Resource #B15451). The applicant is requesting nomination of the Garat/Humphrey 
House to be listed on the City of Reno Register of Historic Places. 
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Background: Although the home has a recorded construction date of 1912 with the Washoe 
County Assessor, the home’s exact construction date is not known; the Garat/Humphrey House 
was originally constructed somewhere between 1906-1912.1 The home remained practically 
unaltered into the 2000s until it was moved to its current location. Significant alterations made at 
that time include the removal of two brick chimneys and the removal of projecting dormers on the 
front façade of the home. The Garat/Humphrey House is a rare, significant and impressive example 
of the Asian-influenced Craftsman style in Reno and illustrates the distinct characteristics of the 
style, such as the Oriental roofline and low-pitched roof, shed-style dormers, and wide eave 
overhang with exposed rafter tails (Exhibit B). The home is now located within the boundaries of 
the Newlands Historic District, which is one of Reno’s oldest residential areas and where there is 
a great diversity of architectural styles including many other examples of Craftsman Bungalow 
homes. Overall, the home is still able to convey its historic period and retains most of the physical 
features that characterize its architectural style and period of significance.   
 
Analysis: 
 
Nomination: The nomination to the City of Reno Register of Historic Places is for the house at 
655 South Arlington Avenue only and does not include the landscaping, fence, stairway leading 
to the porch, foundation, or the additional building on the parcel (single family residence built on 
the parcel in 2019 and addressed as 511 Saint Lawrence Avenue). 
 
The home is significant under City of Reno criteria (3c) for designation to the Register of Historic 
Places (RMC 18.07.201): 
 

(3c) The building embodies elements of design, detailing, materials, and craftsmanship that 
render it architecturally significant. 
 

The home retains six of the seven qualities of integrity as defined in RMC 18.07.201 [design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association]. The building has lost its integrity of 
location because it was relocated from its original location near the entrance to the University of 
Nevada, Reno (UNR) campus at 127 East 8th Street in the Evans North Addition.2 However, the 
integrity of setting and feeling have been restored due to the relocation.  
 
The following specific features contribute to the building’s historical significance: 
 

 
1 Silveria Garat purchased the property in 1907 and advertisements for rooms for rent began appearing by 1912. 
2 The Evans North Addition started out as a quiet university neighborhood with modest residences of varying 
architectural styles. In the 1970s, the neighborhood was bisected by the completion of Interstate 80, which runs east-
west two blocks south of the entrance to UNR and directly in front of the Garat/Humphrey home’s former location. 
The building was threatened with demolition in the early 2000s as UNR prepared to expand its campus south of East 
9th Street, leading to its relocation. 
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1. Dramatically flared roof eaves and prominent centered porch, which features a gabled roof 
supported by square columns with stylized Asian capitals. 

2. Entrance set behind the porch features a wood front door set between porthole windows 
framed by square moldings; molded wood door-surround is crowned with a Deco-style 
entablature. 

3. Small shed dormer visible in the side gable on either side of porch. 
4. Significant Craftsman features include exposed rafter tails with scalloped ends, curved 

knee braces, and decorative brackets between the first floor and attic. 
5. Majority of windows are original, one-over-one windows with upper sashes divided into 

small square lights of glass. 
6. Southeast corner has a decorative projection that wraps around corner of the building. 

Master Plan Conformance: The subject site has a Master Plan land use designation of Mixed 
Neighborhood (MX) and is located along a Neighborhood Corridor in a Central Neighborhood per 
the Structure Plan Framework of the Reno Master Plan. As proposed the project is in conformance 
with the Master Plan land use designation and the following applicable Master Plan goals and 
policies: 

 2.2C: Historic and Cultural Resources 

 7.5B: Identification of Historic Properties 

 7.5E: Economic Development and Heritage Preservation 
 
Public and Stakeholder Engagement: No concerns were identified from external agency 
comments received regarding this application. Required public noticing was sent out to 
surrounding property owners upon initial submittal of the project. The applicant presented the 
request at the January 8, 2024 Ward 1 Neighborhood Advisory Board meeting. Any future 
comments will be forwarded to the Historical Resources Commission (HRC) as they are received. 

Findings: The HRC shall adopt findings that the nominated historic resource or historic district 
does or does not meet the criteria for designation. The findings of the HRC shall be filed with the 
City Clerk for recommended action by City Council and sent by mail to the owner(s) of record of 
a nominated historic resource(s), all property owners within a nominated historic district, and to 
the nominator within seven days following the determination. The following findings shall be 
made by the HRC prior to recommending a nomination to the City Council: 

1) The nominated historic resource or historic district possess at least one criteria of 
significance; and 

2) The nominated historic resource or historic district possesses enough defining 
characteristics to adequately convey the resource’s significance. 
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Attachments: 

Exhibit A. Case Maps 
Exhibit B. Photos 
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Garat/Humphrey House Local Register Nomina�on, 655 S Arlington Avenue, Reno, NV 89509 – East 
eleva�on 
November 2023 
Photo by Melissa Hafey 
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Garat/Humphrey House Local Register Nomina�on, 655 S Arlington Avenue, Reno, NV 89509 – South 
eleva�on 
November 2023 
Photo by Melissa Hafey 
 

 

 



 

Garat/Humphrey House Local Register Nomina�on, 655 S Arlington Avenue, Reno, NV 89509 – North 
eleva�on 
November 2023 
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Garat/Humphrey House Local Register Nomina�on, 655 S Arlington Avenue, Reno, NV 89509 – Detail 
November 2023 
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Application Summary 

WHAT IS A HISTORIC RESOURCE/DISTRICT 

DESIGNATION? 
A historic resource designation may be applied to a site, building, 
object, property, or district if it possesses historic, architectural or 
informational significance and its physical characteristics meet a 
minimum level of integrity. The intent of a listing is to identify and 
preserve the historic and architectural resources in Reno. If listed, 
the Historic Landmark (HL) overlay zoning designation will be added 
to the resource area. 

APPLICATION CHECKLIST 
Applicants must provide all forms, documents, information, and 
materials listed in the checklist below in digital format. The 
submission packets must be in the same order as the checklist. 
Review materials and check the boxes within the column on the left-
hand side of the page to confirm submission. 

WHAT IS THE PROCESS AND HOW LONG WILL 

IT TAKE? 
Applications are accepted on the second and fourth Monday of each 
month. A review for completeness will be conducted within three 
days of the application submittal. Incomplete applications will be 
returned to the applicant and not scheduled for a hearing. Once the 
application has been deemed complete, it will follow the process 
and estimated timeline in RMC 18.07.202. 

Nomination 
Complete

Staff/Applicant 
Meeting

Neighborhood 
Advisory Board 

Meeting

Historical 
Resources 

Commission
City Council

A.1 Master Application 

A.2 Owner's Affidavit and Applicant’s Affidavit 

A.3 Application Forms 

B.1
Project Narrative – submit a written description of the request that includes the significance and the level of integrity of the potential 
historic resource/district (see RMC 18.07.201) including a list of all specific features that contribute to a resource’s historical 
significance 

B.2 Legal Description – must be signed and stamped by a State of Nevada professional land surveyor and appropriate for recordation 

B.3 City Register Listing Form 

B.4 Photographs – high resolution (300+ dpi) TIFF format photographs of all sides of each structure on the property, and any character-
defining features that contribute to the significance of the property 

B.5 GIS Shapefile – resource boundary in a GIS shapefile (.shp) in the stateplane, NAD83 ground projection. Only required if the 
resource does not encompass the entire property (e.g. monument, statue, clock, etc.). 

CLICK HERE FOR APPLICATION FEES 
TYPICALLY REVIEWED WITHIN 90 DAYS 

ACCEPTED ON THE 2ND AND 4TH MONDAY 

PLANNING 
HISTORIC 

PRESERVATION 

✔

✔

✔

✔

https://www.reno.gov/home/showdocument?id=85805#page=442
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/85463/637570996786130000
https://www.reno.gov/home/showdocument?id=85805#page=441
https://www.reno.gov/home/showdocument?id=88673
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/85465/637667095740700000
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SUBMITTAL GUIDELINES

If submitting in-person, submit one USB drive with all completed forms, materials, reports, and supplemental information 

If submitting online, create an account on the permitting portal at OneNV.us and submit through the online form 

Payment of application fees is required within three days of the application being accepted 

http://www.onenv.us/


MASTER APPLICATION 

775-321-8309 | Reno.Gov/DevelopmentServices | @CityofReno

PROJECT NAME 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

PRE-APPLICATION MEETING DATE

PROJECT ADDRESS ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBERS 

MASTER PLAN ZONING SITE SIZE 

PROPERTY OWNER 
NAME 

MAILING ADDRESS 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

APPLICANT 
NAME 

MAILING ADDRESS 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

AGENT AND CONTACT * 
NAME 

MAILING ADDRESS 

PHONE 

EMAIL 

 

  

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

CASE NUMBER 

* The person listed as contact will be contacted to
attend staff/applicant meetings, answer questions
regarding this application, provide additional
information when necessary, and will receive a copy
of the staff report and decision letter.

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

RECEIVED 

ACRES 

COMPLETENESS REVIEW 

The project description should be concise in describing the reason for the application including the specific application triggers, other applications 
submitted concurrent with this application, and a general description of the proposed use, site improvement, or project. 

PLANNING 
DIVISION 

Garat/Humphrey House Historic Designation

Nomination of Garat/Humphrey House (655 S Arlington Avenue) to the City of Reno Register of Historic 
Places.

655 S Arlington Avenue 011-212-10

MX MF-14 0.18

Gilbert Family Trust, Timothy and Nancy Gilbert Family Trust, Timothy and Nancy Melissa Hafey

3899 Vistacrest Dr 3899 Vistacrest Dr 925 Riverside Drive

Reno, NV 89509 Reno, NV 89509 Reno,NV 89503

775-233-7528 775-233-7528 775-481-5617

tgilbert_nevada@outlook.com tgilbert_nevada@outlook.com hafeym@reno.gov
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Application Type 
Select each application type being applied for below. A supplemental application checklist will be required to be submitted for each application type selected. 
The supplemental application type checklist can be found by clicking on the name of the application below. Additional information on the city’s Master Plan, 
zoning code, planned unit development and specific plan district handbooks, and the Public Works Design Manual can all be found by clicking on each 
respective titles. 

ANNEXATION AND MASTER PLAN 
ANNEXATION OR DETACHMENT 
MASTER PLAN AMENDMENT 

 

ZONING AMENDMENTS 
REZONING (ZONING MAP AMENDMENT)  
REZONING TO PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD)  
REZONING TO SPECIFIC PLAN DISTRICT (SPD) 
MINOR PUD AMENDMENT 

LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT 
MAJOR SITE PLAN REVIEW 
SITE PLAN REVIEW 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
MINOR CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 

FLEXIBILITY AND RELIEF 
MINOR DEVIATION 
MAJOR DEVIATION 
VARIANCE 
ALTERNATIVE EQUIVALENT COMPLIANCE 
DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT 

SUBDIVISION 
TENTATIVE MAP 
PARCEL MAP 
BOUNDARY LINE ADJUSTMENT 
REVERSION TO ACREAGE 
STREET OR ALLEY ABANDONMENT 
UTILITY EASEMENT ABANDONMENT 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
DESIGNATION OF AN HISTORIC RESOURCE OR DISTRICT 
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
DEMOLITION CERTIFICATE 

ADMINISTRATIVE DETERMINATION 
MINOR MODIFICATION 

 RESTORATION AFTER DAMAGE 
SIDEWALK WAIVER 
UNDERGROUND UTILITY WAIVER 
ADMINISTRATIVE INTERPRETATION 
OUTDOOR DINING PERMIT 
PARKLET PERMIT 

MASTER PLAN 

ZONING CODE 

ADOPTED PUD AND 
SPD HANDBOOKS 

PUBLIC WORKS 
DESIGN MANUAL 

https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/public-works/forms-publications/design-manual
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/master-plan
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/public-works/forms-publications/design-manual
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/master-plan
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/public-works/forms-publications/design-manual
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/master-plan
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/public-works/forms-publications/design-manual
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/master-plan
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/public-works/forms-publications/design-manual
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/master-plan
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85413
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85431
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85443
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85439
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85447
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85409
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85429
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85445
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85419
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85433
https://www.reno.gov/home/showdocument?id=90898
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85427
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85453
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85411
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85423
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85451
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85437
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85415
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85441
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85407
https://www.reno.gov/home/showdocument?id=88983&t=637982322189829486
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85425
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85417
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85421
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85409
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85409
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85409
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85409
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument?id=85409
https://www.reno.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/18123/637926993624700000
https://www.reno.gov/home/showdocument?id=90555
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/public-works/forms-publications/design-manual
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/master-plan
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/public-works/forms-publications/design-manual
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/master-plan
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/public-works/forms-publications/design-manual
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/master-plan
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/public-works/forms-publications/design-manual
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/master-plan
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/public-works/forms-publications/design-manual
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/master-plan
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/public-works/forms-publications/design-manual
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/master-plan
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/public-works/forms-publications/design-manual
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/master-plan
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/public-works/forms-publications/design-manual
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/master-plan
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/public-works/forms-publications/design-manual
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/master-plan
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/public-works/forms-publications/design-manual
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/master-plan
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/public-works/forms-publications/design-manual
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/master-plan
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/public-works/forms-publications/design-manual
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/master-plan
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/public-works/forms-publications/design-manual
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
https://www.reno.gov/government/departments/development-services/zoning-code
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Item A.3: Application Forms 
 
The applicant or duly authorized agent of the applicant requests that the City of Reno add the property/district/landmark described herein to the City 
of Reno Registry of Historic Places and Landmarks. 
 

PROJECT ANALYSIS  
 

1.  Historic District  Is this an application for a historic district? Yes ☐ No ☐    

2.  Register Criteria 

Select all that apply: 
 

☐ Listed on the National or State Register of Historic Places 

 

☐ Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of local, 
county, state or national history 
 

☐ Associated with the lives of persons who contributed significantly to the community, county, state 

or country 
 

☐ Embody the distinctive characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a period, 

type, method of construction, or use of indigenous materials 
 

☐ Represent the work of a master builder, architect, landscape architect, artist, engineer or other 

design professional whose individual work has influenced the development of the community, 
county, state, or country 
 

☐ Embody elements of design, detailing, materials, or craftsmanship that render it architecturally 
significant 
 

☐ Represent a particularly fine or unique example of a utilitarian structure, including, but not limited 

to, farmhouses, gas stations, or other commercial structures, with a high level of integrity or 
architectural significant 
 

☐ Have yielded, or there exists very strong evidence that the resource may be likely to yield, 
information important in Reno prehistory or history 
 

☐ Possess a significant concentration or continuity of areas of land use, landscape, buildings and 
structures, and/or heritage and cultural characteristics 
 

 
 

■
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Project Narra�ve 
Garat/Humphrey House (655 S. Arlington Avenue) Historic Designa�on 
 
This applica�on is to nominate the Garat/Humphrey House (655 S. Arlington Avenue) to the City of Reno Register 
of Historic Places. The nomina�on is for the house at 655 S. Arlington only and does not include the landscaping, 
fence, stairway leading to the porch, founda�on, or addi�onal buildings on the parcel.  

Narra�ve Descrip�on & Statement of Significance 
The Garat/Humphrey house was originally constructed between 1906-1912 and was located near the entrance 
to the University of Nevada, Reno (UNR) campus at 127 E. 8th Street in the Evans North Addi�on. The building 
was threatened with demoli�on in the early 2000s as UNR prepared to expand its campus south of E. 9th Street. 
UNR had purchased the property in 2008 and operated it as a rental home un�l 2018 when the university began 
plans to create its new Gateway District. The current owners of the home, Tim and Nancy Gilbert, stepped in to 
save the house from destruc�on. They relocated the home to its current loca�on in the Marker Tract on April 7, 
2019 and embarked on a painstaking restora�on of the home that remained sensi�ve to original historic details 
while ensuring the home was renovated to last for decades to come.  

The home has been included in prior architectural surveys (Campana 2017; Mehls, et al. 2017). In 2018 the home 
was determined to be individually eligible for lis�ng in the Na�onal Register of Historic Places for Criteria C1 with 
SHPO concurrence and is catalogued as SHPO Resource #B15451 (Rathbone 2018). 

The home’s exact construc�on date is not known. Silveria Garat purchased the property in 1907 and 
adver�sements for rooms for rent began appearing by 1912. The home was later owned by members of the 
Humphrey family into the 2000s as described below:  

The house first appears on the 1918 Sanborn maps, although it was adver�sing for boarders as early as 
1912, sugges�ng that it was constructed between 1906 and 1912. Silveria Garat was one of the earliest 
owners, selling the house to Frank Humphrey in 1917. Frank and Marguerite Humphrey resided here into 
the 1940s. Frank was a local stockman, president of Humphrey Meat Packing, and president of Sierra 
Meat & Provision Company. Their daughter Frances, an English teacher at Reno High, lived in the house 
un�l her death in 2002. (Campana 2017:53). 

The home remained prac�cally unaltered into the 2000s un�l it was moved to its current loca�on. Some 
altera�ons were made to the home as it was renovated in its new loca�on. Significant altera�ons include the 
removal of two brick chimneys and the removal of projec�ng dormers on the front façade of the home. There is 
also the removal of one of two wing addi�ons to the back of the home that were added in its original loca�on 
some�me a�er construc�on. Overall, the home is s�ll able to convey its historic period and it retains most of the 
physical features that characterize its architectural style and period of significance.  

The home is significant under City of Reno criteria (3)c. for designa�on to the register of historic places (RMC 
18.07.201). 

 
1 Na�onal Register Criteria for Evalua�on The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, 
engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of loca�on, 
design, se�ng, materials, workmanship, feeling, and associa�on, and: Criterion C - That embody the dis�nc�ve 
characteris�cs of a type, period, or method of construc�on, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high 
ar�s�c values, or that represent a significant and dis�nguishable en�ty whose components may lack individual dis�nc�on. 
(Code of Federal Regula�ons, Title 36, Part 60).  
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RMC 18.07.201(a)(3)c: The building embodies elements of design, detailing, materials, and 
cra�smanship that render it architecturally significant. 

The Evans North Addi�on started out as a quiet university neighborhood with modest residences of varying 
architectural styles. In the 1970s, the neighborhood was bisected by the comple�on of Interstate 80 which runs 
east-west two blocks south of the entrance to UNR and directly in front of the Garat/Humprey home’s former 
loca�on.  

Interstate 80 was completed in 1974, which resulted in the division and destruc�on of the surrounding 
neighborhood. Lake Street, which historically ran uninterrupted from the University of Nevada campus 
south past downtown Reno, was cut off by the east-west route of the interstate. A�er 1974, the 800 
block of Lake Street was severed from points southward; the street ran one block south from the 
university, dead ending at Interstate 80, and picked up its historic route again on the south side of the 
interstate. The highway-related development within the resource’s viewshed represents a significant 
impact to the building’s integrity of se�ng. (Rothman 2018). 

As described above, the integrity of se�ng was diminished by the construc�on of I-80 and other development in 
the Evans North Addi�on that transformed the character of the neighborhood. Integrity of feeling was also 
diminished because the home was no longer located in a residen�al area and instead was directly adjacent to a 
major interstate. However, the integrity of se�ng and feeling have been restored due to the reloca�on. The 
home is now located within the boundaries of the Newlands Na�onal Historic District which is one of Reno’s 
oldest residen�al areas and where there is a great diversity of architectural styles including many other examples 
of Cra�sman Bungalow homes. An elementary school built in 1912 is just two blocks south of the home’s new 
loca�on and most of the homes in the vicinity of the property were constructed during the same era as the 
Garat/Humphrey House. In previous evalua�ons, the home was determined to retain integrity in the areas of 
design, materials, and workmanship (Campana 2017; Rothman 2018). The building has lost its integrity of 
loca�on because it was relocated to its current loca�on at the northwest corner of Arlington and Saint Lawrence 
Avenues in 2019. 

The following specific features contribute to the building’s historical significance: 

The subject is an interes�ng example of an Asian-influenced Cra�sman style residence that is completely 
unique within the city of Reno. (Campana 2017:56). The defining features of this house include the 
drama�cally flared roof eaves and prominent centered porch, which features a gabled roof supported by 
square columns with stylized Asian capitals. The entrance is set behind the porch and features a wood 
front door set between porthole windows framed by square moldings. [The original front door has been 
replaced.] The molded wood door-surround is crowned with a Deco-style entablature. On either side of 
the porch, there is a small, shed dormer visible in the side gable. Significant Cra�sman features include 
exposed ra�er tails with scalloped ends, curved knee braces, and decora�ve brackets between the first 
floor and the a�c. The majority of windows are original, one-over-one windows with upper sashes 
divided into small square lights of glass. (Campana 2017:53). 

Addi�onal features include: 

1. The southeast corner of the building has a decora�ve projec�on that wraps around the corner of 
the building.  
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Sources: 

Campana, ZoAnn. Documenta�on of Five Historic Homes in the University Gateway District, Reno Washoe 
County, Nevada. (2017). 

Hinman, Deb. “Garat/Humphrey House (relocated),” Reno Historical, accessed November 22, 
2023, https://renohistorical.org/items/show/140. 

Hinman, Deb. “The Endangered University Neighborhood,” Footprints, Vol. 19, no. 1, Winter 2016, 
published by Historic Reno Preservation Society. 

Mehls, Steven F., et al. Survey Area D and E Architectural Survey Report I-80/I-580/US 395 System to System 
Interchange Reconstruc�on (Reno Spaghe� Bowl) Washoe County, Nevada. (2017). 

Rathbone, C. SHPO Resource #: B15451, Nevada State Historic Preserva�on Office Architectural Resource 
Assessment Form. (2018). 

United States Department of the Interior. “National Register Bulletin: How to Apply the National Register 
Criteria for Evaluation.” National Park Service. (1990) 
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_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
HRC/CITY REGISTER LISTING FORM -1- 

Ordinance Number        ______       Ward Number                     
  
City of Reno  
Community Development Department  
 
 
CITY OF RENO REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
NOMINATION AND REGISTRATION FORM 
 
 
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  
Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested.  If an 
item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable".  For functions, 
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories.  
Place additional entries and narrative items on continuation sheets.  Use a typewriter, word processor, or 
computer, to complete all items. 
  
 
1. Name of Property (to be completed by applicant) 
  
 
historic name  
 
other names/site number  
  
 
2. Location (to be completed by applicant) 
  
 
street & number                                                                                                        □ not for publication 
 
city or town                                                                                                               □ vicinity 
 
state                                       code                 county                             code                zip code  
  
 
3. Agency Certification (to be completed by City of Reno) 
  
 

As the designated authority under the Historic Preservation Ordinance, I hereby certify that this 
□ nomination   □  request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards 
for registering properties in the City of Reno Register of Historic Places.  In my opinion, the 
property □ meets  □ does not meet the City of Reno Register criteria.  I recommend that 
this property be considered significant □ nationally  □ statewide  □ locally. 
(□ See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 
 
 
  
Signature of certifying official/Title (Mayor) Date 
 
 
  
Historical Resources Commission, Chair 

 
  

Garat/Humphrey House

655 S Arlington Avenue

Reno

Nevada 32 Washoe 031 89509



                                                       
Name of Property 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
HRC/CITY REGISTER LISTING FORM -2- 

 
4. Classification (to be completed by applicant) 
  
 
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
(check as many boxes (check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the 
count.) 
as apply)  Contributing               Noncontributing 
 
□ private □ building(s)                                                                          buildings 
 
□ public-local □ district                                                                          sites 
 
□ public-State □ site                                                                         
 structures 
 
□ public-Federal □ structure                                                                          objects 
 

□ object                                                                          total 
 
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed in 
the 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a City of Reno Register 
multiple property listing.) 
 
 
                                                                                                                       
 
  
 
5. Function or Use (to be completed by applicant) 
  
 
Historic Functions Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions) 
 
                                                                                 
 
                                                                                 
 
                                                                                 
 
                                                                                 
 
                                                                                 
 
                                                                                 
 
                                                                                 
 
                                                                                 
 
                                                                                 
 
 

Garat/Humphrey House

1

1

n/an/a

Residence Residence



                                                       
Name of Property 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
HRC/CITY REGISTER LISTING FORM -3- 

 
 
6. Description (to be completed by applicant) 
  
 
Architectural Classification Materials 
 
                                                                               foundation  
 
                                                                               walls  
 
                                                                                 
 
 roof  
 
 other  
 
   
 
   

 
Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
  
 
7. Statement of Significance (to be completed by applicant) 
  
 
Applicable City of Reno Register Criteria (Mark 
"x" in one or more boxes for the criteria 
qualifying the property for City of Reno Register 
listing) 
 
□ A Listed on the National or State Register 

of Historic Places; or 
 
□ B Associated with events that have made 

a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of local, county, state or 
national history; or 

 
□ C Associated with the lives of persons who 

contributed significantly to the 
community, county, state or country; or 

 
□ D Embody the distinctive characteristics of 

an architectural style valuable for the 
study of a period, type, method of 
construction, or use of indigenous 
materials; or 

 
□ E Represent the work of a master builder, 

architect, landscape architect, artist, 
engineer or other design professional 
whose individual work has influenced 
the development of the community, 
county, state, or country; or 

 
Areas of Significance 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
 
Period of Significance 
 
  
 
  
 
 
Significant Dates 
 
  
 
  
 

Garat/Humphrey House

Craftsman Bungalow Dugout

Siding on frame

Composition shingle

See Project Narrative

Architecture

1912

1912



                                                       
Name of Property 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
HRC/CITY REGISTER LISTING FORM -4- 

 
 
7. Statement of Significance (continued) 
  
 
□ F Embody elements of design, detailing, 

materials, or craftsmanship that render it 
architecturally significant; or 

 
□ G Represent a particularly fine or unique 

example of a utilitarian structure, 
including, but not limited to, farmhouses, 
gas stations, or other commercial 
structures, with a high level of integrity 
or architectural significant; or 

 
□ H Have yielded, or there exists very strong 

evidence that the resource may be likely 
to yield, information important in Reno 
prehistory or history; or 

 
□ I Possess a significant concentration or 

continuity of areas of land use, 
landscape, buildings and structures, 
and/or heritage and cultural 
characteristics. 

 
Property is: 
 
□ A owned by a religious institution or used 

for religious purposes. 
 
□ B removed from its original location. 
 
□ C a birthplace or grave. 
 
□ D a cemetery. 
 
□ E a reconstructed building, object or 

structure. 
 
□ F a commemorative property. 
 
□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved 

significance within the past 50 years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one 
or more continuation sheets) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
 
  
 
   
 
Cultural Affiliation 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
Architect/Builder 
 
  
 
  
 

Garat/Humphrey House

n/a

n/a

unknown

See Project Narrative



                                                       
Name of Property 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
HRC/CITY REGISTER LISTING FORM -5- 

 
 
8. Major Bibliographical References (to be completed by applicant) 
  
 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation 
sheets.) 
 
Previous documentation on file with the City of 
Reno: 
 
□ preliminary determination of individual listing 
 
□ previously listed in the City of Reno, State of 

Nevada or National Register  
 
□ previously determined eligible by the 

National, State or City Register 
 
□ designated a National Historic Landmark 
 
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey #                                   
 
□ recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record #                                   

Primary location of additional data: 
 
□ State Historic Preservation Office 
 
□ Other State agency 
 
□ Federal agency 
 
□ Local government 
 
□ University 
 
□ Other 
 
Name of repository: 
 
  

  
 
9. Geographical Data (to be completed by applicant) 
  
 
Location/Address of Property  
 
Parcel Number of Property                                                               Acreage of Property  
 
Verbal Boundary Description - if boundary is different than total parcel size. 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 
 
Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 
  
 
10. Form prepared by (to be completed by applicant) 
  
 
name/title  
 
organization                                                                                                                 date  
 
street & number                                                                                                telephone  
 
city or town                                                                            state                     zip code  

Garat/Humphrey House

655 S Arlington Avenue Reno NV 89509

0.18011-212-10

Melissa Hafey

City of Reno 11/28/2023

1 E 1st Street

Reno NV 89501

775-481-5617



                                                       
Name of Property 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
HRC/CITY REGISTER LISTING FORM -6- 

 
 
10. Form prepared by (to be completed by applicant) (continued) 
  
 
Additional Documentation 
  
Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 
Continuation Sheets 
 
Maps 

Site Plan 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

 
Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 
 
Additional items 

(Check with the State Historic Preservation Office or City of Reno Community Development 
Department for any additional items) 

  
 
Property Owner 
  
 
name  
 
street & number                                                                                              telephone  
 
city or town                                                                                     state                   zip code  
  
 
11. City of Reno Certification (to be completed by City of Reno) 
  
 
I hereby certify that the property is: 
 
□ entered in the City of Reno Register. 
□  see continuation sheet. 

□ determined eligible for the City of 
Reno Register. 
□  see continuation sheet. 

□ determined not eligible for the City of 
Reno Register. 

□ removed from the City of Reno 
Register. 

□ other (explain)                                     
  

 
  

 
  

Signature of the Keeper  Date of Action 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 

Garat/Humphrey House

Gilbert Family Trust, Timothy and Nancy

3899 Vistcrest Drive 775-233-7528

Reno Nv 89509
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SC70178A - Tclfcomnninicittions I'rojt'ct

21)1 North Vn-riinii Street. Reno. Ncvadn

NovL'nibcr 2. 2021

Table 2: Previous architectural inventory projects within a half-mile olcandidate
SHPO
23280

Report No. Title
Survey Area D and E Architectural Survey Report
I-S(),'I-58(),'US 395 Syslcm to Syslcm Inlcrclianyc

Reconstruction (Rcno Spaghctti Bowl) Washoc

County, Nevada

Date

2017.

& Author
Mchls.

Slcvcn F. ct al

Table 3; Archaeoloeical sites within half-mile of candidate.
Ncvadii State No.

(26Wa)
WA777H
WA22SI
WA22K3
W A 145

Distance from
APE
1.900 fed

1,100 lcd

1,700 lcd
1,700 lcd

Resource Description

Underground Utililics

Morrill U;ill
Bcnson Billinyhursl House

Old Sierra Hill native American

campsitc

SHPO
NRHP
Kli.mblc

Uncvalnatcd

Uncvalualcd

Uncvalualcd

Table 4: NRHP eligible urban architectural resources within hal+'-mile of candidate.

SIIPO Resource No.

*B10f»2()

*B10619

B 1 5427

"'B1476K

B 15417

:!:B 15451

B15449

D243

B15416

B 15422
:1<B147()7

Property Name

Silver Bells Wedding Chapel

Apartments

I'.vans I louse

The Armstrong House

Delta Gamma Sorority House

Frances Humphrey House

SAE Fratcrnilv House

On- Dilch

Sinulc Family Residence

Single Family Residence

The Ricnn House

Address

62H North Virmnia Slrccl

f) IS Norlh Viruini;) Slrccl

35 West Kill Street

<S21 North Center Slrccl

S69 Norlh Sierra Slrcct

127 East Kth Street

H35 Evnns Avenue

N/A

<S25 Norlli Sierra Slrcct

S41 North Virginia Street

<S20 Nurlli C'cmci Strcci

* Demolished.
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