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Brian Jorgensen, Ph.D. 
 
Senior Research Scientist                                       1664 N. Virginia St. 
Immunacor Advanced Immunotherapies                                Reno, Nevada 89503 
                             Phone/Text: 1 (248) 767-5653 
                         Email: briangjorgensen@gmail.com 

 
  

Education   
2019  Ph.D. Cellular & Molecular Biology. Advisor: Dr. Seungil Ro. University of Nevada, Reno, Reno, NV.   

Dissertation title: The Role of DNA Methylation in Gastrointestinal Smooth Muscle Cell Development and 
Plasticity 

2009  B.S. Genetics & Biotechnology. Brigham Young University, Provo, UT. Concentration: Microsatellite 
Markers in Amaranth Species 

  

Professional Employment 

2024- Senior Research Scientist. Immunacor Advanced Immunotherapies, Reno, NV 
2021-2024  Postdoctoral Fellow. Advisor: Dr. Seungil Ro, Department of Physiology & Cell Biology, UNR  
2020-2021   Postdoctoral Fellow. Advisor: Dr. Alexander van der Linden, Department of Biology, UNR  
2019-2020   Research Associate. Department of Physiology & Cell Biology, UNR  
2014-2019   Graduate Research Assistant. Advisor: Dr. Seungil Ro, Department of Physiology & Cell Biology, UNR  
2013-14   Microbiologist. Pharmatech Labs, Lindon, UT 
2010-13  Microbiology Laboratory Supervisor. Young Living Essential Oils, Spanish Fork, UT 
2009-10   Microbiologist. Nature’s Way Products, Springville, UT 
 
Honors, Awards & Distinctions  
2022 Poster of Distinction (top 10%). Digestive Disease Week, American Gastroenterological Association  
2022  Judge. Graduate Student Association Spring Awards, UNR 
2021 Judge. Graduate Student Association Poster Symposium, UNR  
2019  Cover Art Selection. Journal of Neurogastroenterology & Motility, Volume 25, Issue 3   
2019  Early Career Investigator Certificate of Recognition. American Gastroenterological Association  
2018  George G. Bierkamper Graduate Student Retreat Poster Competition. 1st place, UNR 
2018 Raymond H. Berner Outstanding Graduate Student Researcher in Molecular Biosciences 

Scholarship Recipient. UNR  
2018 University of Nevada, Reno Graduate Student Association Outstanding Graduate Student 

Scholarship Recipient. UNR 
2016  George G. Bierkamper Graduate Student Retreat Lecture Competition. 3rd Place, UNR 
2016-19  Mick Hitchcock Scholar Award Recipient. UNR 
2003  Eagle Scout. Boy Scouts of America 
 
Publications 
(15 total publications, h-index = 10, i10 index = 12, * = equal contributions) 
Ha SE, Singh R, Jin B, Baek G, Jorgensen BG, Zogg H, et al. miR-10a/b-5p-NCOR2 Regulates Insulin-Resistant 

Diabetes in Female Mice. Int J Mol Sci 2024; 25(18); 10147 
Younis H, Ha SE, Jorgensen BG, Verma A, Ro S. Maturity-Onset Diabetes of the Young: Mutations, Physiological 

Consequences, and Treatment Options. J Pers Med 2022; 12(11); 176 
Ha SE, Jorgensen BG, Wei L, Jin B, Kim M-S, Poudrier S, et al. Metalloendopeptidase ADAM-like Decysin 1 

(ADAMDEC1) in Colonic Subepithelial PDGFRα+ Cells is a New Marker for Inflammatory Bowel Disease. Int J 
Mol Sci 2022; 23(9); 5007 



Jorgensen | 2  

Ha SE, Jin B, Jorgensen BG, Zogg H, Wei L, Singh R et al. Transcriptome profiling of subepithelial PDGFRα cells in 
colonic mucosa reveals several cell-selective markers. PloS One 2022; 17(5); e0261743 

Jorgensen BG, Ro S. MicroRNAs and ‘Sponging’ Competitive Endogenous RNAs Dysregulated in Colorectal Cancer: 
Potential as Noninvasive Biomarkers and Therapeutic Targets. Int J Mol Sci 2022; 23(4); 2166 

Knupp D*, Jorgensen BG*, Bhat J, Grubbs JJ, Miura P, van der Linden A. Loss of circRNAs from the crh-1 gene 
extends mean lifespan in C. elegans. Aging Cell 2022; 21(2); e13560 

Wei L, Singh R, Ha SE, Martin AM, Jones L, Jin B, Jorgensen BG et al. Serotonin Deficiency is Associated with 
Delayed Gastric Emptying. Gastroenterology 2021; 160(7); 2451-2466 

Singh R, Ha SE, Wei L, Jin B, Zogg H, Poudrier S, Jorgensen BG et al. miR-10b-5p Rescues Diabetes and 
Gastrointestinal Dymotility. Gastroenterology 2021; 160(5); 1662-1678   

Jorgensen BG & Ro S. Role of DNA Methylation in the Development and Differentiation of Intestinal Epithelial Cells 
and Smooth Muscle Cells. J Neurogastroenterol Motil 2019: 25: 377-386 

Breland A*, Ha SE*, Jorgensen BG*, Jin B, Gardner TA, Sanders KM et al. Smooth Muscle Transcriptome Browser: 
offering genome-wide references and expression profiles of transcripts expressed in intestinal SMC, ICC, and 
PDGFRα+ cells. Sci Rep 2019; 9: 387. 

Jorgensen BG*, Berent RM*, Ha SE*, Horiguchi K, Sasse KC, Becker LS et al. DNA methylation, through DNMT1, 
has an essential role in the development of gastrointestinal smooth muscle cells and disease. Cell Death Dis 2018; 9: 
474. 

Ha SE*, Wei L*, Jorgensen BG*, Lee MY, Park PJ, Poudrier SM et al. A Mouse Model of Intestinal Partial 
Obstruction. J Vis Exp 2018; 1–7. 

Ha SE, Lee MY, Kurahashi M, Wei L, Jorgensen BG, Park C et al. Transcriptome analysis of PDGFRα+ cells identifies 
T-type Ca2+ channel CACNA1G as a new pathological marker for PDGFRα+ cell hyperplasia. PLoS One 2017; 12: 
e0182265. 

Lee MY, Ha SE, Park C, Park PJ, Fuchs R, Wei L, Jorgensen BG et al. Transcriptome of interstitial cells of Cajal 
reveals unique and selective gene signatures. PLoS One 2017; 12: e0176031. 

Lee MY, Park C, Ha SE, Park PJ, Berent RM, Jorgensen BG et al. Serum response factor regulates smooth muscle 
contractility via myotonic dystrophy protein kinases and L-type calcium channels. PLoS One 2017; 12: e0171262. 

 
(List of publications on My NCBI: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/myncbi/1jIqk_FB-V9gv7/bibliography/public/) 
 
Conference Presentation & Invited Talks  
2022 Digestive Disease Week. American Gastroenterological Association, San Diego, CA 
 Poster Title: Creation of, and Potential RNA/AAV Treatment for, a Unique PCCB Deficient Mouse Line 

Homologous to Inherited Human SNP-induced Propionic Acidemia 
2021  23rd International C. elegans Conference. Genetics Society of America, Virtual 
 Poster Title: Deletion of circRNAs derived from the crh-1 CREB locus increases mean lifespan of C. elegans 
2019 Brigham Young University (host: Craig Coleman, Ph.D.). Provo, UT 
 Lecture Title: Surgery & Sustenance: Insights into the Role of DNA Methylation in Gastrointestinal Smooth 

Muscle  
2019  Digestive Disease Week. American Gastroenterological Association, San Diego, CA 
 Lecture Title: Dietary and Phenotypic Insights into the Role of DNA Methylation in the Regulation, 

Development and Growth of Embryonic and Adult Gastrointestinal Smooth Muscle Cells   
2019  George G. Bierkamper Molecular Biosciences Graduate Student Retreat. UNR, Reno, NV 

Poster Title: Surgical and Dietary Insights into the Role of DNA Methylation in the Regulation, Development, 
and Growth of Embryonic and Adult Gastrointestinal Smooth Muscle Cells  

2017  American Association for the Advancement of Science Annual Meeting. AAAS, Boston, MA 
 Poster Title: Role of DNA Methylation in Gastrointestinal Smooth Muscle Development & Plasticity 
2017 George G. Bierkamper Molecular Biosciences Graduate Student Retreat.UNR, Reno, NV 
 Lecture Presentation: Role of DNA Methylation in Gastrointestinal Smooth Muscle Cell Development & 

Plasticity 
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Poster Abstracts 
Jorgensen BG, Wei L, Singh R, Ha S, Ro S. Creation of, and Potential RNA/AAV Treatment for, a Unique PCCB 

Deficient Mouse Line Homologous to Inherited Human SNP-Induced Propionic Acidemia. Digestive Disease Week 
2022 

Ha S, Jin B, Kim MS, Singh R, Zogg H, Wei L, Jorgensen BG et al. MiR-10a-5p Rescues Obesity, Diabetes, Fatty 
Liver, and Gastrointestinal Dysmotility. Digestive Disease Week 2022 

Ha S, Kim MS, Jin B, Singh R, Zogg H, Poudrier S, Jorgensen BG et al. Estrogen Enhances Therapeutic Effect on 
Diabetes and Gastrointestinal Dysmotility via miR-10a/b in Female Mice. Digestive Disease Week 2022 

Singh R, Ha S, Wei L, Zogg H, Jin B, Jorgensen BG et al. MiR-10b-5p Prevents Diabetic Gastrointestinal Dysmotility. 
Digestive Disease Week 2022 

Zogg H, Singh R, Wei L, Wang Z, Jorgensen B, Ha S et al. Global Knockout of miR-10b in Mice Leads to 
Hyperglycemia and GI Dysmotility. Digestive Disease Week 2020 

Wei L, Ha S, Jorgensen BG, Park PJ, Singh R, Zogg H et al. An Adhesiogenic Role of THBS4 in the Development of 
Post-Surgical Abdominal Adhesions in Mice. Digestive Disease Week 2020 

Singh R, Ha S, Wei L, Zogg H, Jin B, Poudrier S, Jorgensen BG et al. MiR-10b-5p Rescues and Prevents Diabetic 
Gastroparesis Through KLF11-KIT Pathway. Digestive Disease Week 2020 

Ha S, Wei L, Jorgensen BG, Lee MY, Poudrier S, Singh R et al. Restrictive Expression of Metalloendopeptidase 
ADAM-like Decysin 1 (ADAMDEC1) in Colonic Subepithelial PDGFRα+ Cells is a New Marker for Intestinal 
Bowel Disease. Digestive Disease Week 2019 

Jorgensen BG, Ha S, Lee MY, Berent R, Park P, Wei L et al. Dietary and Phenotypic Insights in the Role of DNA 
Methylation in the Regulation, Development and Growth of Embryonic and Adult Gastrointestinal Smooth Muscle 
Cells. Digestive Disease Week 2019 

Singh R, Ha SE, Wei L, Jorgensen BG, Poudrier SM, Jin B et al. Chronic Retardation of Gastrointestinal Transit Time 
Progressively Exacerbates the Development of the Type 2 Diabetes. Digestive Disease Week 2019 

Singh R, Ha SE, Wei L, Jorgensen BG, Jin BC, Poudrier SM et al. Transcriptome analysis reveals gene signatures in 
interstitial cells of Cajal. Annual Meeting of the Federation of Neurogastroenterology & Motility 2018 

Ro S, Ha SE, Wei L, Lee MY, Jorgensen BG, Singh R et al. Transcriptome profiling of subepithelial PDGFRα+ cells in 
colonic mucosa reveals a metalloendopeptidase ADAM-like decysin 1 as a selective marker for intestinal 
inflammation and Crohn's Disease. Annual Meeting of the Federation of Neurogastroenterology & Motility 2018 

Lee MY, Park C, Ha SE, Park PJ, Fuchs R, Jorgensen BG et al. Transcriptome analysis reveals gene signatures in 
interstitial cells of Cajal. Annual Meeting of the Federation of Neurogastroenterology & Motility 2016 

 
Professional Services 
2022-current  Ad hoc reviewer. PLoS One 
2022-current  Ad hoc reviewer. PLoS Neglected Tropical Diseases 
2023-current  Ad hoc reviewer. Scientific Reports 
2023-current  Ad hoc reviewer. Hormone & Metabolic Research 
 
Professional Memberships 
2017-current  Member. American Association for the Advancement of Science 
2017-current  Member. Phi Kappa Phi 
2021-current  Member. Genetic Society of America 
 
Teaching  
2007-2009  Teaching Assistant. Brigham Young University, Provo, UT 
2014-2015  Teaching Assistant. University of Nevada, Reno, Reno, NV 
 
Mentoring  
2022-2023  Undergraduate Thesis Student. University of Nevada, Reno, Sesh Padmanabhan 
2019   Undergraduate Thesis Student. University of Nevada, Reno, Kaitlyn Solomon, B.S. 
2018   Undergraduate Thesis Student. University of Nevada, Reno, Briana King, B.S., M.S. 



Jorgensen | 4  

2016   Undergraduate Thesis Student. University of Nevada, Reno, Grace Garcia, B.S., Pharm.D. 
2015   Undergraduate Thesis Student. University of Nevada, Reno, Phill Vainer, B.S. 
 
 
Other Publications 
Jorgensen BG. A True Prophet of God in these Latter-Days: Prince. Theology of Prince 2019: 16-19 
Jorgensen BG. Discernment: South Park, Presidential Politics & College Curricula. Insight Magazine 2016: 46-50 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  




