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sophie.jantz@gmail.com | LinkedIn

Public policy specialist and urbanist with experience in highly regulated and emerging industries.

EXPERIENCE

Merlin | Senior Policy Analyst (2023 – Present)
● Spearheaded the Human Factors Working Group, a partnership with Flight Safety

Foundation and NASA Ames to discuss human-machine teaming and autonomous flight
● Developed and manage Merlin’s research strategy, focusing on human factors and AI
● Analyze legislation, regulations, and policy relevant to advanced air mobility
● Author white papers, blog posts, articles, RFI responses, and other thought leadership
● Represent Merlin externally at industry events, on panels, and with trade associations

TAE Technologies | Policy & Global Affairs Consultant (2023)
● Supported policy and business case development for fusion and energy storage tech
● Authored writing instructions for landmark CA AB1172 and NC SB678, enacted 2023,

which define fusion energy and recognize its environmental benefits
● Authored testimonials, congressional hearing speeches, and formal letters
● Managed multiple state-level lobbyists

Nuro | Public Policy Analyst (2021 – 2022)
● Delivered authoritative analysis on fast-changing autonomous vehicle policies
● Developed Nuro’s Law Enforcement Interaction Plan
● Spearheaded internal strategy for equitable deployment in underserved communities
● Supported development of Autonomous Urbanism, a partnership with NYC Rudin
● Presented AV safety case and teleoperation safety recommendations to AVSC
● Secured partnership with the Brookings Institution to research upskilling and the impact

of AI on the economic mobility of women

Volpe Center, USDOT | Technology Policy Analyst (2016 – 2020)
● Identified trends across transportation policy issues at the local, state, and Federal levels
● Facilitated and formed policy recommendations from stakeholder discussions on

autonomous vehicle deployment nationwide
● Coordinated end-to-end solicitation cycles for USDOT grant opportunities and programs
● Spearheaded the DOT SBIR Technology Maturity Assessment Program and FHWA

Automation Research Roadmap

EDUCATION

● Master of Urban & Regional Planning | University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
● Bachelor of Arts in Economics | University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
● Certificate: MIT Media Lab Beyond Smart Cities: Emerging Design and Technology

AWARDS

● Outstanding Recent Graduate – University of Michigan (Sep 2022)
● U.S. DOT Secretary’s Transportation Safety Award – Hon. Elaine Chao (Oct 2020)
● U.S. DOT Secretary’s Partnering for Excellence Award – Hon. Elaine Chao (Oct 2019)




