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Cyrus Dioun 

 
Campus Address 

University of Colorado – Denver  
The Business School 

1475 Lawrence Street, Room 4002  
Denver, Colorado 80202 

Home Address 
2248 Rio Lobo Ln 
Reno, NV 89512 

cyrus.dioun@ucdenver.edu 

 

EDUCATION             

Ph.D. Sociology,  
University of California at Berkeley, 2018 
 

M.A. Quantitative Methods in the Social Sciences  
Columbia University, 2010 
 

B.A. Public Policy Analysis,  
Pomona College, 2005 

FACULTY POSITIONS           

Assistant Professor 
University of Colorado Denver, Business School (August 2018 – Present) 

RESEARCH INTERESTS           

Organization theory, social movements and markets, stigma, cultural entrepreneurship 

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS                   

2024  Dioun, Cyrus, Vontrese Pamphile, & Andreea Gorbatai. “Making it easy to do hard 
things”: How experts help novices perceive craft as accessible. Organization Studies, 
forthcoming.  

2021  Gorbatai, Andreea, Cyrus Dioun, & Kisha Lashley. 2020. Making space for emotions: 
Empathy, contagion, and legitimacy’s double-edged sword. Organization Science, 32(1) 

2018  Dioun, Cyrus. 2018. Negotiating moral boundaries: Social movements and the strategic  
(re)definition of the medical in cannabis markets. Research in the Sociology of 
Organizations 56, 53-82  

2016 Eaton, Charlie, Jacob Habinek, Adam Goldstein, Cyrus Dioun, Daniela Santibanez 
Godoy, & Robert Osley-Thomas. 2016. The financialization of US higher education. 
Socio-Economic Review 14(3), 507-535. (DOI:10.1093/ser/mwv030). 

SUBMISSIONS UNDER REVIEW          

Dioun, Cyrus, Kisha Lashley & Vontrese Pamphile. The Interplay of Market and Group Stigma 
in Washington’s Marijuana Market: The Role of Market-Stigmatized Groups  

  2nd Round Revise & Resubmit at Academy of Management Journal 
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PEER REVIEWED BOOK CHAPTERS                                                    

2017 Dioun, Cyrus. 2017. Making the medical marijuana market. In Matias Dewey and Jens 
Beckert, eds., The Architecture of Illegal Markets. Oxford, UK. Oxford University Press.  

2015 Fligstein, Neil and Cyrus Dioun. 2015. Economic sociology. In James Wright, ed., 
International Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral Sciences, 2nd Edition.  

PEER REVIEWED BOOK REVIEWS                                                __ 

2021 Dioun, Cyrus (2021). Book Review of “In the Weeds: Demonization, Legalization, and 
the Evolution of U.S. Marijuana Policy,” Contemporary Sociology 50, 75-76. 

WORKING PAPERS                      

 Dioun, Cyrus. Federalism, ambiguous property rights, and pricing norms.  
  Manuscript preparation for Organization Science 

Dioun, Cyrus & Andreea Gorbatai. Maker Faires & Entrepreneurial Ecosystems. 
 Manuscript preparation for Journal of Business Venturing Insights 
Gorbatai, Andreea, Laura Nelson, & Cyrus Dioun. Gender and crowdfunding 
 Manuscript in preparation for Organization Science 
Dioun, Cyrus, Yuval Engel, Katrina Smolka, & Bodhi Bilt. Microdosing at work. 
 Data coding for Academy of Management Perspectives 
Wang, Kate & Cyrus Dioun. Drones, pivoting, & covid.  

AWARDS                                                                                           

2019 Emerald Press Literati Award, Outstanding Author Contribution for “Negotiating Moral 
Boundaries: Social movements and the strategic (re)definition of the medical in cannabis 
markets.” 

2024 Outstanding International Educator Award, University of Colorado Denver. 

COURSES TAUGHT          

Instructor of Record – University of Colorado Denver 
Entrepreneurship in Emerging Industries (Graduate & Undergraduate) – ENTP 
4030/6030) – in person, 16 week 

Leading Individuals and Teams (Graduate) – BUSN 6520 – in person 16-week 

Leading Individuals and Teams (Graduate) – BUSN 6520 – Online 8-week 

Leading Individuals and Teams (Graduate) – BUSN 6520 – Online 16-week 

Special Topics in Management (Graduate & Undergraduate) – MGMT 4500/6800 – in  
person 16-week 

Strategic Management (Graduate) – BUSN 6710 – online – 16-week 

Maymester in Munich and Prague (Graduate and Undergraduate) - MGMT 4028/6028 –  
in-person 
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICE          

Ad-hoc Reviewer 
Academy of Management Review, Administrative Science Quarterly, American Journal of 
Sociology, American Sociological Review, British Journal of Sociology, Business & 
Society, Contemporary Sociology, Journal of Business Research, Journal of Management 
Studies, Journal of Studies on Alcohol & Drugs, Law & Society Review, Organization 
Science, Research in the Sociology of Organizations, Socio-Economic Review 

 
University Service – University of Colorado Denver 

Leader, SBAC External Partnerships & Opportunities Task Force (2024-Present) 
 Created internship program for students 
 Only tenure-track faculty member on committee 
Alumni Board Recruitment (2024) 

Helped recruit alumni board member who is now organizing remote online events 
for alums. 

Member, Sustainable Business Advisory Board (2023 to present) 
 One of two tenure-track faculty members on committee 
 Recruited industry member to join board (2024) 
Ethics Fellow, Daniels Foundation Ethics Initiative (2019-Present) 
 Create content, distribute event information, attend events, and write reports 
Member, Managing for Sustainability Committee (2019 to 2023) 
 Presented on Research in 2019 
Management Faculty Recruiting Committee (Spring-Summer 2024) 
 Two-person committee reviewing faculty applications, interviewing candidates,  

and choosing the candidate. Highly politically sensitive and exposed service.  
Member, RA/TA/GA Committee (2022) 
 Restructured Assistantship Program 
 One of ## Tenure-Track faculty members of  
Member, HARC Program (2019-2023, 2024- present) 
 Contributed to publication/newsletter and served as discussant 
Mentor, Statistics Program (2022) 
 Met with and mentored 
Mentor, Diverse Doctorates Program (2020-2022) 
 Met with 
Faculty Chair, Business School 5-year strategic plan (2020-2021) 
 ## meetings over 
 Led to creation of FAM center.. 

 Founder & Co-chair Data Science Symposium, Founder & Co-Chair (2019 & 2020) 
Worked with Mathematics & Computer Science to develop annual 
interdisciplinary event drawing over 150 attendees per year. Now in its 6th year.  

Strategic Support, CU Denver Cluster Computing Grant 
Undergraduate Curriculum Committee (2019) 

 Denver, Outstanding Service Award Committee (2019) 
 
Community 
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Mentor, SCORE entreprenurship incubator 
 

In the Media 

TIME 
"Universities Are Facing a Financial Debt Bomb" 
September 14, 2016 
Read the article 

ABC News 
"Minorities, Once Wary of Drug Stigma, Now Seek Bigger Cut of Burgeoning Marijuana Industry" 
April 20, 2016 
Read the article 

Battle Creek Enquirer 
"Recreational Marijuana Could Be Legal Soon in Michigan. Most Local Officials Oppose It." 
September 17, 2018 
Read the article 

Neuroscience News 
"Events That Foster Positive Emotions Key to Creating a Collective Identity" 
April 5, 2021 
Read the article 

Denver Business Journal 
"Colorado Cannabis Companies Take a Page From the Apparel Playbook" 
March 10, 2022 
Read the article 

Denver Business Journal 
"Flower Follower: How Lessons From the Cannabis Industry Will Impact Colorado’s Budding 
Psychedelic Scene" 
April 19, 2024 
Read the article 

 




